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juuhy 
 AAWEAR 

We want to hear from you! 
This newsletter is brought to you by people who use drugs or have used 

drugs in the past. It is intended to be an informative and entertaining 

newsletter. If you have anything you would like to contribute or comment on, 

please e-mail the Communications Coordinator at 

darrenpetersen65@yahoo.ca  

Season’s Greetings To All 
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A L B E R T A  A D D I C T S  W H O  E D U C A T E  A N D  A D V O C A T E  R E S P O N S I B L Y  

OU R  M I S S I O N :  

“ IM P R O V I N G  L I V E S  

T H R O U G H  S U P P O R T ,  

E D U C A T I O N ,  A N D  

A C T I O N”  

Find out more about us at: 

www.aawear.ca and check 
out our AAWEAR Facebook 

 

mailto:darrenpetersen65@yahoo.ca
http://www.aawear.ca/
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Updates from Grateful or Dead, Calgary 

- Grateful or Dead participated in the Wellness Walk on November 14th 
for the kickoff of Addiction Awareness Week. 

- Group members participated in Project Homeless Connect on 
November 19th. They recruited new members for the local group, 
promoted the good work that the group does to other agencies at the 
event and also encouraged participants at the event to get their 
annual flu shot from the Safeworks nurses. 

- They presented twice in November. They presented to new staff who 
will be working at a housing project for people who are HIV positive. 
They also presented at the University of Calgary to 2nd year Medical 
Students. 

- Peer Outreach is underway. The two Peer Workers hired were John 
Bodman and Cecil Smith. Training has been taking place and they 
have held their first meeting with community partners which include: 
The DOAP Team, Elbow River Healing Lodge, Calgary Police Service 
and Calgary Homeless Foundation. They will soon be out in the 
evenings doing outreach. 

 

- December 1st the group participated in World AIDS Day, distributing 
information at the Sheldon Chumir Health Centre and an open house 
at AIDS Calgary. 

AAWEAR takes on World AIDS Day! 

Leegay’s last meeting before maternity leave          

 

 
 

Leegay had a baby girl,         
Mia Lillian,                         

Born November 14th 2011         
6 pounds 12 oz 
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Courage group presented to over 
150 people in October & November 

- On Sept. 9th Courage 
presented to the Lethbridge 
Regional Police Service. 

- On Oct. 21st presented to the 
Schizophrenia Society. 

- Courage also did four 
presentations to the University 
of Lethbridge Community 
Nursing classes in Nov. 

 

Updates from Courage, 
Lethbridge 

 
- Sept. 23rd ASITIS sponsored a memorial for James (Space) Gush. 

- Oct. 24th Rosemary spoke to about 100 students at a high school about 
AAWEAR and Insite. 

- Dec. 1st World AIDS Day, ASITIS helped a student nurse at the drop-in 
with the display. 

 

Updates from ASITIS, Edmonton 

  

It takes 20 years to build a reputation and 5 minutes to ruin 

it. If you think about that, you’ll do things differently.              
Warren Buffett 

Courage continues to do adopt a 
block with positive feedback from 

community members. 
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Funnies 
 

 Did you hear about the guy who froze 

to death at the drive-in? He went to 

see “Closed for the Winter” 

 10 years ago the States had Bob 

Hope, Bill Jobs, and Jonny Cash. Now 

they have, No hope, No jobs, and No 

cash. 

 Attending a wedding for the first time, 

a little girl whispered to her mother, 

“Why is the bride wearing white?” 

“Because white is the color of 

happiness, and today is the happiest 

day of her life.” The child thought 

about this for a moment then said, 

“So why is the groom wearing black?” 
Jokes reprinted from: Community voice, Onoway. 

Call for Action on Hepatitis 
Excerpts from:                                         

Canada needs viral hepatitis action plan 

“Every year about 5000 Canadians, mostly 

youth, become infected with hepatitis C 
virus - often during the first year following 

initiation of injection drug use. Rates of 

hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C virus and HIV 

infection are much higher among street 
youth than among their non-street peers.”  

 

"In our opinion," wrote the authors of a 
letter published in the Canadian Medical 

Association Journal, "the high hepatitis C 

virus prevalence rate among our youth is an 

indicator for failure of our public health and 
education systems. So where is the action 

plan to prevent transmission of hepatitis C 

virus? As care providers, we see youth-at-
risk lacking appreciation for high prevalence 

of hepatitis C virus among injection drug 

users. Students' knowledge about the virus 

is extremely poor. A recent needs 
assessment confirmed high-risk youth have 

limited-to-moderate knowledge about 

hepatitis C virus. Almost 40% said they knew 

"next to nothing" about it. Young people 
identified their school as the main place for 

receiving information about hepatitis C virus 

and other infections."  
 

The letter concludes that "Canadians deserve 

an action plan to prevent hepatitis C virus 

infection. Appropriate, well-aimed education 
and peer outreach programs are desperately 

needed if the transmission of the virus 

among young users of injection drugs is to 
be kept to a minimum."                               

Excerpts from: Canada needs a viral 
hepatitis action plan, Peltikian, Hirsh and 

Burgess, Canadian Medical Association 

Journal, Oct 18, 2011 vol.183 no.15. 

Accessed at: http://www.cmaj.ca                                         

 

Reprinted from readersdigest.ca 

 

http://www.cmaj.ca/content/183/15/1751.2.full
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Funnies!!! 

Global Drug Survey Letter 
 
 Dear All 

                                                                                                                                
Global Drug Survey launched the annual Mixmag Drug Survey in partnership with The 

Guardian. We are hoping , that with help, it will become the worlds biggest, most 

comprehensive drug survey ever conducted. We are not doing too badly so far. 

 

Receiving over 10,000 responses in the first 4 days alone (5500 UK, 2000 USA, 500 Canada 

among the big hitters), this anonymous online survey addresses how people are using illegal 

drugs as well as alcohol, tobacco and prescription medications. The survey combines basic 

information on what drugs people use, how often they take them, and the some of the medical, 

social and legal consequences of drug use. It also explores various issues in depth, including 

attitudes towards buying drugs online, being caught in the possession of drugs and emerging 

drug trends. We have a few areas of special interest this year - the synthetic cannabis drugs, 

the aetiology, clinical profile and prevalence of 'k cramps', prescription medication abuse and 

the role of the internet in drug distribution as well our main stays on perceived harms, drug 

use prevalence and price and worries about your mates. Also we hope to answer for the first 

time what the impact of changes in perceived drug purity is upon the patterns of consumption 

of cocaine, MDMA, amphetamine and mephedrone. 

 

The survey has received high profile support by the Guardian and is spreading widely through 

Twitter/ Facebook. I want this study to provide an honest description of how people interact 

with drugs and the impact that their use has upon people and their friends. Whilst most drug 

surveys focus on dependent drug users or those involved in criminal justice, rarely is there a 

focus on that vast majority of other people who use drugs - the hidden masses. This year’s 

findings will reflect current drug use patterns as they really are - exploring the good, the bad 

and the ugly. The findings come out in March 2012. 

If you think this is interesting and worthwhile, please help promote it far and wide-only 

available in English this year- but hoping that maybe with funding from somewhere, I can 

translate it for next year! 

 

You can access the survey here: www.globaldrugsurvey.com/mixmag2012 

 

You can read Mixmag's Global Drug Survey’s results from the 2011 and 2010 surveys at 

http://www.mixmag.net/words/news/the-mixmag-drug-survey-launches 

 

Global Drug Survey is an independent data-mapping agency that receives no government 

funding (in fact no funding from anywhere at the moment). 

 
Continue text continue text continue text continue text Continue text continue text 

http://www.globaldrugsurvey.com/mixmag2012
http://www.mixmag.net/words/news/the-mixmag-drug-survey-launches
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Don at the Boot Drive in Calgary 

 
You know what they say about 
guys with big feet? 
They wear big socks. 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.aawear.ca & 

Check our   
Facebook 

 In Calgary 

  April 23rd – Spring Fling at Fort Calgary. 

  April 27th – Addiction Day Conference. 

For more info. Contact- Grateful or Dead     
at Safeworks: (403) 699-8216 or (403) 
410-1180 

In Edmonton  

Co-Hosting a book launch in March along         
with EICHREN. 

Community Clean-up in the spring. 

Possible speaking at Inter D 4 10 at the  
University of Alberta for Medical Students. 

For more info. Contact Rosemary at ASITIS  
at Boyle Street Co-op (780) 423-3122 
ext.210/211 

 

 

Upcoming Community 
Events! 

Special Thanks To All That Helped 
Make This Newsletter 

 
 Special thanks to our funders who make this possible. 

 Thank-you to all the groups for your participation in all the 
events in our communities. 

 Thank-you Diane for all your input and support. 

 Thank you Jessica for your support. 

 Thank-you Alison for your input and group involvement. 

 Thank-you Rosemary for your leadership and input. 
 

Please take some time this season to remember those 
many friends we have lost, May they rest in peace. 

 
 

http://www.aawear.ca/

