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GOOD SAMARITAN LAW 
AAWEAR is currently looking at what can be done in Alberta to provide 

support to those assisting someone who is experiencing an overdose. 

This is what we currently know and what is happening in the U.S. 

New York Governor Signs Good Samaritan Law to 

Prevent Overdoses 
By Join Together Staff | July 25, 2011  

New York Governor Andrew Cuomo has signed a law designed to 
reduce preventable overdose deaths by encouraging people to 
call 911 if they witness a drug overdose, without fear of being 
arrested for drug possession. 

The Good Samaritan 911 law seeks to address research that 
finds a majority of people who witness a drug overdose are 
hesitant to call 911 because they fear being arrested for drug 
possession, The Huffington Post reports. The article notes that 
in 2007, more than 27,000 people nationwide died from 
accidental overdoses. In many states including New York, the 
number of accidental overdose deaths outnumbers automobile-
related deaths. 

New York’s law provides some protection from charges and 
prosecution for possessing small amounts of drugs. It also 
protects against being arrested for misdemeanor possession of 
residual amounts of drugs or paraphernalia. The bill received 
bipartisan support, and was passed unanimously in the Senate 
and almost-unanimously in the Assembly., according to the 
article.   

N.J. Enacts 'Good Samaritan' Drug-Overdose 

Law 

By Brett Snider, Esq. on May 4, 2013 9:35 AM  

New Jersey is now the 12th state to enact protections for "Good 
Samaritans" in drug overdose cases, after Gov. Chris Christie 
signed a bill into law Thursday. 

The new law passed in no small part due to the support of 
singer and New Jersey native Jon Bon Jovi, whom Christie 
credited as inspiration for signing the bill, reports The Star-
Legder. 

Now that this law is passed, Good Samaritans can feel free to 
call 911 to report drug overdoses without fear of legal 

consequences for the caller or the drug-overdose victim. 

 

 
 

http://www.drugfree.org/author/admin
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/gabriel-sayegh/good-samaritan-911_b_907779.html
http://www.linkedin.com/pub/brett-snider/b/550/346
http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2013/05/christie_signs_good_samaritan.html#incart_river_default
http://www.nj.com/politics/index.ssf/2013/05/christie_signs_good_samaritan.html#incart_river_default


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overdose 

 WHAT AN OVERDOSE WITH A DEPRESSANT LOOKS LIKE (Source the Harm 

Reduction Coalition) 

*Unresponsive to outside stimulus or loss of consciousness 

*May be awake, but unable to talk 

*Breathing is very slow and shallow, erratic, or has stopped 

*Pulse (heartbeat) is slow, erratic, or not there at all 

*Body is very limp 

*Face is very pale or clammy 

*Fingernails and lips turn blue or purple 

*Choking sounds, or a gurgling noise, vomiting 

 

WHAT AN OVERDOSE WITH A STIMULANT LOOKS LIKE  

*Racing pulse, difficulty breathing, pressure, tightness or pain in chest 

*Loss of consciousness 

*Headache, ringing in the ears, dizziness 

*Foaming at the mouth 

*Profuse sweating, or failure to sweat 

*Grossly enlarged pupils 

*Muscle cramps 

*Inability to urinate 

*Nausea and vomiting 

*Shaking, or seizures 

 

http://www.harmreduction.org/
http://www.harmreduction.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 

                  
 
Bob and Don, 2 of Calgary’s Peer 
Outreach Workers have successfully  
completed the “Working With the  
Homeless Certificate Program at the  
University of Calgary. 
 
 

Edmonton Updates 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                               

Congratulations Don & Bob 

  

AS IT IS  
  
They will be doing a community clean-up on June 

21 in conjunction with National Aboriginal Day. 
They will also be helping with the meal served that 

day, as well as helping out in the drop-in at Boyle 
Street. 

 

They have hired a second Peer Outreach Team  
 

They are planning a picnic at Dawson Park in the 
River Valley for early July. In August they will be 

going to see Body Worlds at the Telus World of 

Science. 
 

The AAWEAR President is meeting with 2 city 

council women on June 28 to discuss the Good 

Samaritan 911 act. She will also be speaking with 

the Deputy Police Chief at a meeting on June 
24/13. 

  
The AAWEAR President has applied for 

membership into INPUD, (International Network of 
People who use Drugs) 

 

GRATEFUL OR DEAD 

Grateful or Dead produced a 2013 calendar based on 
their Peer Outreach work. 
 
Two Peer Outreach workers completed the Working with 
the Homeless Certificate Program at the University of 
Calgary.  Congratulations Don and Bob. 
 
They currently have 6 Peer Outreach workers, including 
one female, trained that share the monthly shifts. 
 
Grateful or Dead assisted with the co-hosting of the 2013 
Alberta Harm Reduction conference by assisting with the 
opening and closing of the conference, conducting a pre 
conference walking tour of the downtown core, as well 
as, 4 members presenting at the conference. 
 
Grateful or Dead sold GOD shirts as a fundraiser at the 
conference. 
They will be hosting a table at Sheldon Chumir Health 
Centre for World Hepatitis Day on July 26th . 
 
They will be holding a Memorial Picnic in August in 
honour of past members. 
 
 
 

COURAGE 
 
Courage is hosting a table at Party in the Park on July 5th. 
Which is a celebration to decrease stigma around 
homelessness. 
 
They are also continuing to research avenues and ideas 
for their group calendar. 
 
Three group members attended the Alberta Harm 
Reduction Conference. 
 

 
 

Local Group Updates 



 
 

GOVERNMENT BILL WILL IMPEDE LIFE-SAVING HEALTH SERVICES, 

CAUSE MORE DEATH AND DISEASE 
 

JUNE 6, 2013 - Flouting the Supreme Court of Canada, today the federal government has introduced in 

Parliament a bill that aims to make it even more difficult for health authorities and community agencies to 

offer supervised drug consumption services, such as Vancouver's Insite, to Canadians who are among 

those most at risk of HIV infection and fatal overdose. 

 

Bill C-65 introduces numerous conditions that the government says must be met before the Minister of 

Health will issue an exemption under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA) to allow a 

supervised consumption service to operate. Without such an exemption, people using the service risk 

being criminally charged for drug possession, effectively undermining the ability of health services to 

reach those at greatest risk. 

 

The bill is an irresponsible initiative that ignores both the extensive evidence that such health services are 

needed and effective, and the human rights of Canadians with addictions. In essence, the bill seeks to 

create multiple additional hurdles that providers of health services must overcome. The bill declares that 

the Health Minister should issue an exemption only in "exceptional circumstances." In addition, numerous 

provisions of the bill create opportunities for community opponents, local police and others to voice their 

opposition - even if ill-informed - to such health services, and for the federal Health Minister to then use 

such opposition as an excuse for denying exemptions. 

 

The exemption first issued to Vancouver's Insite facility in 2003 is the only exemption issued to date in 

Canada under the CDSA for a supervised injection service. In September 2011, the Supreme Court of 

Canada finally ruled against the federal government's decision to withhold further extensions of that 

exemption. The Court declared the Health Minister had violated the Charter rights of people who need 

access to such a health facility to reduce the risk of blood-borne infections such as HIV and hepatitis C 

and the risk of dying from overdose. As the Court succinctly declared: "Insite saves lives. Its benefits have 

been proven." It ordered the Minister to grant an exemption to Insite immediately. 

 

In its judgment, the Supreme Court said the Health Minister has discretion in deciding whether to approve 

any particular request for an exemption to run a supervised consumption service, but that discretion must 

be exercised in a way that respects the Charter. The Court set out five factors and said the Minister must 

consider any evidence there is about those factors in making a decision. This includes any evidence 

about community support or opposition to the proposed health service. 

 

However, the Court did not say that these are preconditions that must all be satisfied. Yet the 

government's bill would make people's access to supervised consumption services dependent on whether 

police or other members of the community feel they are warranted. People who use drugs are entitled to 

needed health care services just like all other Canadians. It is unethical, unconstitutional and damaging to 

both public health and the public purse to block access to supervised consumption services which save 

lives and prevent the spread of infections. 

Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network 

The AAWEAR President has written a letter in response to Bill C-65. 

 



 
 

ALBERTA HARM REDUCTION CONFERENCE  

AAWEAR members from Edmonton, Calgary and Lethbridge attended the 12th Annual Alberta Harm 

Reduction Conference in Calgary, which was held in May. The two-day conference featured workshops, 

panel discussions and other presentations on the latest news and information surrounding Harm 

Reduction and the groups and agencies supporting it. 

 

This year, Grateful or Dead took attendees on a tour of Calgary’s Inner City, providing information on 

addiction services and harm reduction programs and services in the local community.  The group also 

presented on their Peer Outreach program, which received a lot of audience interest and participation. 

Grateful or Dead’s Peer Outreach program was launched in 2011, and has become well known in the 

community as an effective way of building relationships with homeless individuals who may not 

otherwise access programs or services.  

 

 AAWEAR Group Member Highlights: 

“It provided a lot of information people might not know or understand about addictions and overcoming 

obstacles in their lives. This was educational for both addicts and non-addicts. – Jon 

 

“As an outreach worker, the inner city tour was really great for me… Just getting out to see the 

similarities and differences between the inner city community we have in Edmonton and to be able to 

ask questions was really great. I’ve also never had the opportunity to connect with the other AWWEAR 

groups, so I really enjoyed that.” 

- Shannell   

 



 
 
 “I enjoyed meeting lots of people who are passionate about their jobs, and I learned a little bit more on 

harm reduction. I lived the lifestyle of drug users and most of them out there are my friends, so I like to 

keep up my knowledge so I can help my friends and myself.” – Janice 

 

“It’s great learning about things that are part of the solution rather than part of the problem. I was 

excited to learn about Calgary Drug Court – it’s just awesome how they have that program now.” – 

Michael  

  

  

  

 

 

 



 
 

State of Homelessness in Canada 2013 
How many Canadians are homeless? 
Estimating the number of homeless persons in Canada has been a source of debate for years. Until recently, 
there has never been a concerted, coordinated or consistent effort to enumerate homelessness in Canada. 
This means that in the past we have relied on ball-park estimates, based on unreliable and incomplete data. 
This is now changing. 

 
At least 200,000 Canadians experience homelessness in a given year 
We estimate at least 200,000 Canadians access homeless emergency services or sleep outside in a given year. 
The actual number is potentially much higher, given that many people who become homeless live with 
friends or relatives, and do not come into contact with emergency shelters. 
Recent data from a March 2013 Ipsos Reid poll suggests that as many as 1.3 million Canadians have 
experienced homelessness or extremely insecure housing at some point during the past five years. 

At least 30,000 are homeless on a given night 
The number of Canadians who experience homelessness on any given night in Canada is estimated to be 
approximately 30,000 individuals. This is the best estimate of homelessness developed in Canada to date, 
and includes people who are: 
I. UNSHELTERED (outside in cars, parks, on the street) – 2,880 
II. STAYING IN EMERGENCY HOMELESSNESS SHELTERS – 14,400 
III. STAYING IN VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN SHELTERS – 7,350 
IV. PROVISIONALLY ACCOMMODATED (homeless but in hospitals, prison or interim housing) – 4,464 
 

As many as 50,000 Canadians may be ‘hidden homeless’ on any given night 
Often referred to as couch surfing, this includes people who are temporarily staying with friends, relatives or 
others because they have nowhere else to live and no immediate prospect of permanent housing. There is no 
reliable data on the hidden homelessness in Canada at the national level and very little at the community 
level. One Canadian study in Vancouver (Eberle, et al., 2009) estimated 3.5 people were considered to be 
hidden homeless for everyone who was homeless. While the methodology of this study is sound, it was 
conducted in only one city, and the differences between cities, their infrastructure to support homelessness 
and their homeless population are quite profound. Applied nationally with a more conservative 3:1 ratio, as 
many as 50,000 people could be estimated to be hidden homeless on any given night in Canada. 
 
Stephen Gaetz, Jesse Donaldson, Tim Richter, & Tanya Gulliver (2013): The State of Homelessness in 
Canada 2013. Toronto: Canadian Homelessness Research Network Press.  


